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Come 
Play  
With 
Us!

Music in the  
Park is Back!
Fantastic line up of excellent 
musicians ready to entertain 
us for free every Friday night, 
all summer long!

Games for the kids
Food trucks on site

Find all the details at  
www.westkelownacity.ca/musicinthepark

Looking for something for the little ones to do this summer?  
Do you have the grandkids visiting? Why not come play with 
us? Park Play Days are free, casual drop-in programs that offer 
a variety of fun activities for children, ages 2 to 8 years and 
their parents or caregivers. Play Days run every Tuesday and 
Thursday morning from July 2 to August 22 and every Monday 
evening from July 8 to August 19.  
Park Play Days take place in a variety  
of parks in the community. It’s a great  
chance to check out other parks in  
West Kelowna. Find all the details at  
www.westkelownacity.ca.

Crystal 
Shawanda

Daysormay
Kentucky Eileen
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Help Keep Our  
Wildlife Wild

From now through to November, Meg Bjordal, the WildSafeBC Okanagan 
Westside Community Coordinator will be involved in a number of  initiatives to 
reduce human-wildlife conflict including education programs, and outreach at various 
events.

Black bears continue to be the main conflict species of  concern in the Okanagan 
Westside. So far this spring Meg has observed a high amount of  bear activity in the 
area, and in West Kelowna the neighbourhood of  Rose Valley has seen the most 
bear conflict. It is natural for bears to be moving through the community, but when 
attractants are present conflict situations can develop whereby bears start to associate 
people with food, becoming food conditioned and habituated. Habituated bears 
tolerate people in closer proximity than what is safe. So please ensure garbage is 
secured in a shed, garage or indoors and only placed out for pick-up the morning of  
collection day, remove bird feeders, and pick fruit immediately.

Deer conflicts have shown a steady increase over the last three years. As such, 
Meg would like to remind residents not to feed deer, and to consider deer friendly 
fencing as many of  these conflicts involve deer impaled on pointed pickets.

For further information on reducing human-wildlife conflict visit https://
wildsafebc.com, follow WildSafeBC Okanagan Westside on Facebook, or contact 
Meg at okwestside@wildsafebc.com. Please report wildlife conflicts to the 
Conservation Officer Service at 1-877-952-7277.

WildSafeBC Okanagan Westside is grateful for the generous support the program 
receives from its funders including the British Columbia Conservation Foundation, 
the BC Ministry of  Environment and Climate Change Strategy, the City of  West 
Kelowna, Westbank First Nation, and the District of  Peachland.

West Kelowna Fire Rescue has launched a pilot project that is 
dedicating $25,000 to encourage private property owners to protect their 
properties and neighbourhoods from wildfire. 

Citizen involvement at the neighbourhood level is the cornerstone 
of  the FireSmart Canada Community Recognition Program. FireSmart 
homes and neighbourhoods allow firefighters to concentrate on fighting 
wildfires, protecting lives and homes. FireSmart communities that have  
reduced their vulnerabilities to wildfires are exponentially more likely to 
survive disasters and there is far less need for emergency response and 
recovery.

Huntsfield Green, a strata development in West Kelowna, was 
recognized June 14, 2019 for achieving FireSmart Canada Community 
status, a challenge that West Kelowna Fire Rescue would like other 
communities in West Kelowna to take on.

Local governments have very limited statutory authority to 
enforce fuel mitigation and fire prevention activities on private land. 
Consequently, public education and awareness of  “FireSmart” principles 
has been the primary focus of  wildfire prevention on private land. In 
2019, we propose to change that.

While subject to change, funding has been tentatively earmarked as 
follows:

• $2,000 towards offsetting tipping fees at the Westside Transfer 

Station for private property owners who have completed 
mitigation works as per the FireSmart Guidelines. 

• $5,000 towards providing collection bins or chipping services 
at the neighbourhood level for residents to deposit materials 
from mitigation activities on private properties. Staff  may 
also consider supporting neighbourhoods during ‘Cleanup 
Weekends’ (BBQ’s etc).

• $5,000 towards completing mitigation works on a ‘FireSmart 
Demonstration Property’ that will serve as an example to 
promote mitigation activities.

• $10,000 towards providing $500 grants to private property 
owners who undertake larger scale activities to improve their 
properties as per FireSmart guidelines. This could include things 
like replacing combustible roof  and siding materials, removing 
cedar hedges and replacing with fire-resistant plants, increasing 
tree spacing, etc.

• $3,000 towards advertising and providing promotional materials.
WKFR staff  trained in FireSmart Assessments will verify and 

approve all projects. 
Members of  the public who are interested in taking advantage of  

this pilot program can contact West Kelowna Fire Rescue for more 
information at 778-797-3200 or email wkfr.admin@westkelownacity.ca.

Help Protect 
West Kelowna 
From Wildfire
WKFR Pilot Program to 
Fund Private Property 
Fuel Mitigation Efforts The Huntsfield Green neighbourhood was recognized June 14 as the City’s first FireSmart Canada Community.

Your Guide To 
Summer Fun!

The Summer 2019  
Recreation Guide  
offers hundreds  
of programs for  
people of all ages  
and abilities  
covering a wide  
range of interests  
from ART to  
ZUMBA!  
Registered classes and  
drop in programs are offered at city and 
school district facilities, stretching from 
Glenrosa to Rose Valley. Find the guide 
online at  

www.westkelownacity.ca/recguide 
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Website Awarded, Again 
West Kelowna has stood 
toe to toe with impressive, 
international competition 
to win a 2019 Webby 
Award for its website, www.
westkelownacity.ca. On April 
3, 2019 the City announced 
it received the Government and Civil Innovation Category. 
This is the second industry accolade for the website which also 
won a Government Standard of  Excellence Award from the 
Web Marketing Association’s 2018 WebAward Competition in 
September.

Wine Trail Phase II  
Officially Opened 
Mayor Gord Milsom, with 
the help of  Tina Slamka, 
President of  the Westside 
Wine Trail, officially 
openend Phase II of  the 
Boucherie Road - Wine Trail 
Upgrade on June 14 with 
a sabering ceremony. The 
$9.1 million project was completed late last year on time and on 
budget. 

2018 Snow Stars  
Mayor Gord Milsom and 
members of  Council praised 
the efforts of  the City’s 2018 
Snow Stars. The City’s Snow 
Star program recognizes 
residents who assist others 
in the community without 
being asked or expecting 
thanks. The 2018 Snow Stars 
are Jack Blackburne, Mike DeSchutter, Lee-Ann Morcom, Steve 
McKenny, Gordon Leverington and Peter Neukomm.

In The News...

Just because the weather is warm and dry doesn’t mean 
sprinkling systems should be working overtime. The City 
of  West Kelowna reminds residents to follow Stage 1 
Water Regulations, which are always in effect, unless a need 
for further conservation becomes necessary:

• Think odd. Oddly numbered addresses water on 
odd calendar days.

• Stay even. Evenly numbered addresses water on 
even calendar days.

• Avoid burn out. Watering between 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m. is prohibited – the hottest time of  the day is 
the worst time to water your lawn anyway and helps 
your grass the least.

• Automatically controlled underground sprinkling 
systems may only sprinkle between the hours of  
12:00 Midnight to 6:00 a.m. on the days permitted.

• Manually controlled sprinklers may only operate 
from 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and from 6:00 p.m. to 
12:00 midnight on the days permitted.

• Only one ½” diameter outlet (outside tap) may be 
used at one time for sprinkling, and further, it is 
not permissible to use an open pipe or hose for 
irrigating purposes.

To help the City of  West Kelowna ensure that our 
reservoirs are able to handle necessary water service, 
please consider conserving water. Here are some things to 
consider:

• Your driveway doesn’t need a drink. Adjust 
sprinklers so water is only used for lawns or gardens.

• Less is more. Watering less often may actually 
produce more drought tolerant lawns by 
encouraging grass to grow stronger root systems.

• Yellow is the new green. It’s okay to let your lawn go 
yellow (dormant) in the summer, so long as you let it 
green again gradually in the fall.

• Don’t take short cuts. Keep grass at longer lengths 
of  about 6.5 centimetres to 8 (2 ½ inches to 3 
inches); short grass burns faster during hot weather.

Visit www.westkelownacity.ca/water for more 
information on water conservation and watering 
regulations. Residents can also find additional tips at www.
okwaterwise.ca.

The Huntsfield Green neighbourhood was recognized June 14 as the City’s first FireSmart Canada Community.

West Kelowna roadside workers are out in 
force tending to the communty’s boulevards 
and roadways. Motorists are asked to watch 
for City maintenance vehicles and obey 
provincial legislation to slow down and 
move over when passing a vehicle with a 
flashing light. Throughout the year, City 
Roads and Parks crews and contract workers 
will conduct annual boulevard maintanence, 
sidewalk and street sweeping, road repairs 
and parks maintenance. This work often 
involves working on roadsides and 
mainenance vehicles are regularly parked on 
narrow roadways in West Kelowna. Please, 
eliminate distractions, slow down and drive 
with extreme care near our cone zones.

Are You Thinking  
Before You’re 
Sprinkling?

Help 
Keep  
Us Safe 
On 
the 
Roads!
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COUNCIL MEETINGS
July 9  1:30 p.m.
July 23  6:00 p.m.
August 13 1:30 p.m.
August 27 6:00 p.m.
September 3 1:30 p.m.
Septemer 17 6:00 p.m.
October 8 1:30 p.m.

For the most current meeting information or to 
view Council meeting Webcasts, including  

archives of past meetings, visit  
www.westkelownacity.ca/mayorandcouncil

Email: mayorandcouncil@westkelownacity.ca

Open Council meetings are webcast live

 Contact Us:
City of West Kelowna
Phone:    778-797-1000
Email:      info@westkelownacity.ca
Address:  2760 Cameron Road
     West Kelowna, BC
     V1Z 2T6

After Hours Emergency  
call 778-797-1000

Building                             778-797-8820
Bylaw Enforcement                           778-797-8810
Cemetery                                          778-797-8875
Development Services                      778-797-8830 
Engineering                                       778-797-8840
Finance
    Accounts Payable           778-797-8858
    Taxation            778-797-8860
    Utility Billing            778-797-8850
Fire Rescue (Administration)            778-797-3200
    Report Outdoor Burning               250-469-8577
Human Resources                            778-797-8890     
    Email:               careers@westkelownacity.ca
Inspections                                        778-797-8820
Licensing                                           778-797-8810

Mayor & Council                               778-797-2210
     Agendas, Minutes, Bylaws           778-797-2250
Parks                                                 778-797-8849
Recreation & Culture                        
     Arena & Field Bookings                778-797-2265
     Program Registration                   778-797-8800
     Lakeview Hall Booking                 778-797-8800
     Westbank Lions Hall Booking      778-797-2240
Roads Maintenance                          778-797-2225
     After Hours                                1-866-353-3136     
Utilities (Water & Sewer)   
     Technical Inquiries                       778-797-2246
     Utility Emergencies                      778-797-1000 

www.westkelownacity.ca

Gord Milsom

When I became Mayor of  West  
Kelowna, I declared my interest in  
increasing public engaement and  
improving our relationships with our 
neighbours. Since then I 
have taken part in a number 
of  one-on-one meetings 
with residents as well as 
informal coffee chats with 
groups. I have addressed 
our business community 
and I have made plans to  
attend a variety of  commu-
nity association events. 

Council as a whole has 
also whole-heartedly  
supported this approach. 
One key success has been  
our recent Council to Council meeting 
with elected representatives of   West 
Kelowna,  
Westbank First Nation and Peachland. 
Our April 16 meeting is anticipated to be 

the first of  many such  
meetings. We discussed issues 
of  mutual concern like power 

security and homelessness but, perhaps 
most importantly, we opened the door for 
more such meetings. 

I believe that the best way to effect 
change is to work together. 
I have learned a great deal 
in the first six months in the 
office of  the Mayor of  West 
Kelowna and by far, the  
majority is from my time 
spent with residents and 
business owners engaging  
in informal dialogue and 
from reaching a hand across 
a board room table to offer 
friendship, support and 
understanding to our  
neighbours. 

Still to come this year is a very exciting  
Community Visioning exercise which will 
invite all West Kelowna residents to tell us 
what their hopes are for this community. 

I intend to keep this approach up 
throughout my term and I invite anyone 
who wishes to discuss how to make West 
Kelowna a better place to drop me a line. 

   My Door Is Open; Let’s TalkMayor’s Message:

“I believe  
that the best  
way to effect 
change is to 

work together.”
- Mayor Gord Milsom

April 16, 2019 Council To Council Meeting


