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HOW WE LEARN & LIVE WELL
Robust institutions and programs that support health and well-being are essential to a community's attractiveness. A
healthy community has good access to health care, education, and learning opportunities; a well-built physical environment
that promotes healthy living; access to basic standards including affordable housing, livable wages, and public health and
safety; and inclusive programs that are responsive to community needs.

We travel for
health care.
West Kelowna has one
health centre and several
clinics, but we must travel
to neighbouring Kelowna
for major services or
emergencies.

Our growth has There are growing
led to a need for options for postsecondary.
more schools.

Aging increases
health care
needs.

Our public
facilities are
important.

There are 1 secondary, 2 The growing Okanagan
middle, 8 elementary, and College and Okanagan
2 private schools on the campuses for UBC and
Westside. Recent school
BCIT in Kelowna are
district planning has
providing more postrevealed a priority for a secondary opportunities
new secondary school.1
close to home.

Our 65+ age group is
expected to increase
rapidly over the next 20
years and will require
services for health and
well-being.

Our libraries, recreation
and activity centres,
public parks, and trails
provide free or low-cost
services that support
well-being.
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HEALTH AND LEARNING
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f Distribute social, civic, community, and health
services at Boucherie and Westbank Centres
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f Support expansion of public health and medical
facilities in a future community facilities precinct
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f Plan for safe routes to school
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f Thoughtfully site new schools to service growth
areas and support neighbourhoods

f Plan and advocate for accessible health and
community services to address the needs of a
rapidly aging population
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f Partner to integrate educational and community
needs for schools, community facilities, and parks
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WHAT DOES OUR OFFICIAL
COMMUNITY PLAN SAY NOW?
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f Encourage green institutional buildings
f Plan educational, recreational, and cultural
programs for all life stages and socio-economic
statuses

EDUCATION RESOURCES

HEALTH & LIVING RESOURCES

Elementary Schools

Health Centres

Middle Schools

Assisted Living / Seniors Residences

Secondary Schools

Libraries

Private Schools

CHALLENGES
f Residents must travel to Kelowna for higher-level,
specialty, and family medical care and many social
services. This is a barrier for people without vehicles
f Limited available childcare, both pre-school and
before and after school care, is a challenge for parents
f Transportation challenges like congestion on the
bridge are a concern for emergency response times
f As neighbourhoods mature, children move
out, lowering demand for schools. Over time
neighbourhoods "recycle" bringing children again,
but this ebb and flow often means some schools are
under-capacity while others are over
f Terrain limits large, flat sites typically preferred for
school development

Note: The map shows education and health resources in both WK and adjacent
WFN as some resources may be used by residents of both communities.

OPPORTUNITIES
f While health and education services are provided
by the Province and local health authorities, West
Kelowna has an important role in collaboration
f Cooperation between schools and local government
is helping increase youth involvement in civic
planning, for example, the Mayor's Youth Forum
f The City and School District often work together to
maximize shared use of facilities and open spaces
f Recent transportation improvements have included
rapid bus to Kelowna and routes for walking and
cycling, supporting safe routes to school and
encouraging an active and healthy community

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT HOW WE LEARN & LIVE WELL? SHARE AT:

ourwk.ca

