
     West Kelowna, meet Andrea Tait. She is the 
WildSafeBC Community Coordinator hired by the City 
of West Kelowna, Westbank First Nation, Regional 
District of Central Okanagan and the District of  
Peachland to help educate residents on how to keep 
wildlife wild and our communities safe.  
     “We know we have some work to do, just looking 
at the bear activity in West Kelowna, particularly in the 
Glenrosa, Smith Creek and Shannon Lake  
neigbhourhoods. These bears are largely lured by  
improperly stored garbage or other attractants,” says 
Andrea. “My focus will be to help residents understand 
that we have to change some of our ways to limit  
human/wildlife conflict.” 
     From June to November, Andrea will be involved 
in a number of public outreach activities, including  

door-to-door visits in problem areas. You will see her at events around town as 
she spreads the word about safely living with bears and other critters in our  
wooded areas. Wildlife conflicts should be reported to the Conservation Officer 
Service at 1-877-952-7277. Residents are also encouraged to report bear, deer, 
cougar or other animal sightings online at WildSafeBC’s Wildlife Alert Reporting 
Program (WARP), available at www.wildsafebc.com/warp. This program allows 
you to see what wildlife has been reported in your neighbourhood and be alerted 
of new sightings. Residents can also contact Andrea directly by calling  
250-862-7336 or emailing okwestside@wildsafebc.com. Find out more about  
preventing unwelcome encounters with wildlife at ww.wildsafebc.com.  
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An all too 
familiar  
sight in  
West  
Kelowna 

WildSafeBC Tackling  
our Wildlife Attractants 

Photo by Mark Levisay 

WildSafeBC is on the job in West  
Kelowna, Westbank First Nation, 
RDCO and Peachland, helping to 
educate us on  how to prevent  
unwelcome animal encounters like 
bears in our garbage. 

Andrea Tait WildSafeBC  
Community Coordinator 

Okanagan Westside 

Introducing your 2016 

Parks Ambassadors, from 

left, Lisa Schnitzler,  

Veronica Fagan and Kayla 

Fish. These staff will be 

visiting parks and  

walkways in West Kelowna 

all through summer. They 

are there to answer  

questions and help  

ensure our parks are safe 

for all to enjoy. 
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Have You Got 
“Your West  
Kelowna” 
App? 

The popular free, family-friendly 
summer concert series in West  
Kelowna is back for another  
musical season. 

A great line up of talented  
performers will hit the stage for the 
fifth annual Music in the Park every 
Friday night, beginning at 6:30 p.m. Now with the new Amphitheatre in 
Memorial Park, guests will be able to enjoy the music in style. Memorial 
Park is located adjacent to Johnson Bentley Memorial Aquatic Centre on 
Old Okanagan Highway.  

There is something for everyone at Music in the Park. City  
Recreation staff have fun activities for the kids and food and beverage 
vendors are there to offer their wares. Find out more at 
www.westkelownacity.ca/MusicinthePark. 

 

Come celebrate  
multiculturalism in  

West Kelowna through 
music, dance, food and  

interactive  
entertainment.  

World Music Festival 
Friday, August 26  

and Saturday, August 27 
5 to 9:30 p.m. 
Memorial Park 

West Kelowna Plugs into 
EV Fast Charging Network 
A key piece of BC’s new Fast Charging Station  
network was officially opened April 8 by Premier 
Christy Clark, MLA for Westside Kelowna, and 
Mayor Doug Findlater. The West Kelowna  
station, located at 3678 Brown Road, is the first 
facility that vehicles are able to plug into when 
travelling into the Central Okanagan from  
Highway 97C—the Okanagan Connector. The 
West Kelowna facility is the 23rd of 30 stations 
that, once complete, will create fast charging 
loops for electric vehicles travelling on BC’s major 
interior highways.  

The City of West Kelowna has  
launched “Your West Kelowna,” a mobile 
app aimed at helping people on the move 
to easily and quickly connect with us. 

The free Your West Kelowna App,  
available for iPhone and Android devices 
via the App Store and Google Play,  
provides a quick portal to recreation  
programming, facilities information, the 
West Kelowna business directory and 
much more. Keep in the know, whether at 
home or away, with quick access to news 
and events information, job postings and 
Council meeting information. 

A key feature of the app is a handy  
service request button which quickly lets 
users send in service requests to the City, 
including photos and mapping locations. 
So, if you see a pothole that needs repair  
or a burned out streetlight, snap a picture, 
use Your West Kelowna App to connect 
with the City. 



CITY HALL OPEN HOUSE 
It was standing room 
only at an open house 
for the West Kelowna 
City Hall/Civic Centre 
project on April 6 at the 
Westbank Lions Hall. 
Over 250 people  
attended to receive  
information and provide their opinion on the  
proposed project. 
 
GO WARRIORS GO! 
Council showed their 
support for the West 
Kelowna Warriors as the 
team battled its way to a 
National Championship 
in Junior A Hockey. The 
Warriors won the RBC 
Cup on May 22 and 
were cheered on by members of Council the whole 
way! 
 
SNOW STAR 
On behalf of Council, 
Mayor Doug Findlater 
presented Mr. Bob 
Weisbrodt with the 
City’s 2016 Snow Star 
Award and $250 gift certificate to Home Hardware. 
The second Snow Star, Mr. Henry Nistuk, was unable 
to attend for the picture. Both men, randomly selected 
from the 20 nominations received this year, were  
nominated for lending a helping hand to their  
neighbours to clear snow and ice from sidewalks and 
driveways.  
 
FIRESMART 
DAY A HUGE 
SPLASH! 
Approx imate l y 
1 ,000 people 
turned out for 
FireSmart Family 
Day at Station 31. 
Kids received a 
passport and were 
challenged to take 
part in activites to 
earn a stamp. At 
the end, a bag of 
goodies awaited. 
Parents received information on how to keep their 
homes and properties safe from fire. The successful 
event will be back next year. 
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IN THE NEWS... 

Sign up for e-Notification at  

westkelownacity.ca/notifyme  to get 

news and events information 

emailed directly to you 

Don’t  
Miss A 
Thing! 

West Kelowna Councillor Carol 

Zanon was recently awarded the 

Super Trustee Award from the BC 

Library Trustees Association. 

Coun. Zanon was nominated by two of her colleagues on the Okanagan  

Regional Library Board, as well as the CEO of ORL. Coun. Zanon has served 

two terms as ORL board chair, a board that consists of 25 politicians.  

According to her nominators, she "was instrumental in fostering an inclusive 

and decisive board." Coun. Zanon’s “love for libraries and the energy she brings 

to the board has resulted in a more involved board at every level," said her  

nominators. She has been involved in, or led, many initiatives with ORL, from a 

governance review to the construction of a new library in Summerland.  She 

timed out last December, after completing 8 years, and her nominators say "we 

truly miss her energy and drive on our board." 

Councillor  

Zanon, Super 

Trustee! 

West Kelowna Fire Rescue, 
Chief and Council of Westbank 
First Nation and West Kelowna 
Mayor and Council gathered for a 
Fire Services Agreement signing 
Event on May 24, celebrating the  
long-term establishment of a  
mutually-beneficial agreement 
committed to providing stable and effective fire protection for both  
communities.  

The agreement is for 15 years with an optional five-year extension. 
The agreement will be reviewed by all parties every five years to ensure it 
is still meeting the needs of both communities. West Kelowna Fire Rescue 
will deliver the full range of fire and rescue services to residents of  
Westbank First Nation in the same manner as they do for the City of 
West Kelowna.  Westbank First Nation will pay West Kelowna a fee for 
fire services, calculated annually and reflecting its share of services  
delivered. The fee is based on BC Assessment Authority property values 
and the approved fire department annual budget.  

Coun. Carol Zanon, left, with Donna MacDonald,  

President, BC Library Trustees Association  



Mayor’s Message 
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City of West Kelowna 
Office hours: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Monday to Friday 
(excluding Stat Holidays) 

GENERAL INQUIRIES 

Phone   

Email 

Address 

 

Fax       

(778) 797-1000 

info@westkelownacity.ca 

2760 Cameron Road,  

West Kelowna, B.C. V1Z 2T6 

(778) 797-1001 

After Hours Emergency               (778) 797-1000 

Building                                       (778) 797-8820 

Bylaw Enforcement                     (778) 797-8810 

Cemetery                                    (778) 797-8875 

Development Services                (778) 797-8830 

Engineering                                (778) 797-8840 

Fire Rescue (Administration)        (778) 797-3200 

Report Outdoor Burning            (250) 469-8577 

Human Resources                       (778) 797-8890 

Email             careers@westkelownacity.ca 

Inspections                                 (778) 797-8820 

Licensing                                     (778) 797-8810    

Mayor & Council                          (778) 797-2210 

Agendas, Minutes, Bylaws          (778) 797-2250 

Parks                                          (778) 797-8849 

Recreation & Culture                  (778) 797-8800 

Facility Bookings                       (778) 797-2265 

Fax                                          (778) 797-8801    

Roads Maintenance                     (778) 797-2225 

After Hours                             1-866-353-3136 

Taxation                                       (778) 797-8860 

Utility Billing                                (778) 797-8850                          

Utilities (Water & Sewer) 

Technical Inquiries                    (778) 797-2246 

Utility Emergencies                   (778) 797-1000 

www.westkelownacity.ca 

A 
nd we are off to Referendum! At its 
meeting June 14, Council agreed to send 
the proposed borrowing for the building 

of a new City Hall to Referendum on September 17. 
We will now embark on a thorough public  
information campaign leading to this vote because 
Council needs every West Kelowna voter to register 
their opinion on this essential project. 

We have put three years of work and taxpayers 
money towards this project. We have refined it to 
the point where we know it is exactly what we want 
and it is now time to get it done. 

One thing that the Alternative Approval Process, 
which was held in May and was unsuccessful is securing electoral approval for 
the project, made very clear was that there is a lot of misinformation being  
bandied about. Despite our efforts to get the facts out there, nagging errors and 
un-founded fears kept being repeated.  

“Why don’t we put the City Hall in the old Zellers or the old Sears  
building?” Because they are on Westbank First Nation land and Council does 
not want to spend taxpayers money on leasing in another jurisdiction. 

Why not build it on City 
land we already own?  
Because we own very little 
and nothing of the size and 
suitable location that is 
required.   

We hear fears that vital 
infrastructure upgrades will 
be sacrificed to build a new 
City Hall. But we have 
spent seven years building 
master plans, 10 year  
capital plans and financial 
plans to ensure we have a 
handle on what is needed 
and have put our projects on the books. We are sacrificing nothing. 

We hear that we can’t be trusted to build a project of this magnitude on 
budget and on time, and are unfairly maligned for projects that occurred in the 
community before the municipality even existed. And our successful  
management of the West Kelowna RCMP Detachment Building construction 
seems to have disappeared from the conversation, as have many other  
successful infrastructure projects completed on time and within budget. 

Most troubling, however, is the sentiment that echoes the battles of almost a 
decade ago, the “us” versus “them”, Westbank versus Lakeview Heights, north 
versus south, amalgamation versus incorporation, and this name versus that.  

I know there will be much impassioned debate on this topic. But I dearly 
hope we don’t let it become divisive or disrespectful. This is not about one area 
getting special attention. This City Hall is for all of West Kelowna. We’ve  
located it in our historical commercial and administrative area, our West  
Kelowna downtown. Most City Halls are located in the commercial and  
administrative area of the community. This debate is about financially managing 
a key piece of infrastructure that will become a focal point for years to come for 
our community’s celebrations, decisions and commerce. It’s about helping to 
ensure that westside residents see improved, convenient health services in our 
civic centre. And it’s about returning the Mt. Boucherie Complex to its original  
intended use, as a Community Recreation Facility. 

Let’s debate the facts, let’s think of the whole picture. Let’s determine  
together — all of us — what our community’s future will look like on  
September 17.  

City Hall Referendum 

Council Meeting Dates  

 
For the most current meeting information  

or to view Council meeting Webcasts,  
including archives of past meetings,  

visit www.westkelownacity.ca/mayorandcouncil 
Email Mayor & Council  

mayorandcouncil@westkelownacity.ca 

Mayor  

Doug Findlater 

July 26 

August 9 

August 23 

September 6 

September 20 

October 11 

October 25 

6:00 pm 

1:30 pm 

6:00 pm 

1:30 pm 

6:00 pm 

1:30 pm 

6:00 pm 

 

All Council Meetings are Webcast Live 

Proposed City Hall, part of the larger  
West Kelowna Civic Centre Project at 3641 Elliott Road.  

Find out more about the project at www.westkelownacity.ca 


