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our vision, our community

HOW WE LIVE
As one of the top communities in Canada to live, demand for housing in West Kelowna is high. For many, rising costs have
made home ownership and rental more challenging. More places to live are needed as West Kelowna evolves from a
more rural community to a city. The current Official Community Plan envisions housing in a diversity of types and levels
of affordability, providing options for all people looking to call this community home.
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HOUSING CHOICE
WHAT DOES OUR OFFICIAL
COMMUNITY PLAN SAY NOW?
f Based on recent planning initiatives, plan for
4,500 to 6,000 new homes in the next 20 years to
accommodate population growth
f Increase housing choice in West Kelowna including
townhouses, apartments for all family sizes,
secondary suites, carriage houses, etc.
f Expand the range of housing options including
ownership, co-housing, and rental housing
f Create more complete, compact, and connected
neighbourhoods that appeal to all age groups
f Encourage sensitive integration of different
housing forms in all residential areas to support
diversity while protecting neighbourhood character
f Focus higher density multiple-family housing in
Westbank Centre
f Support regional initiatives to increase transitional
and supportive housing for people who have the
least choice in the housing market

CHALLENGES
f Fast growth creates high demand for housing which
impacts affordability
f Demand from other communities (e.g., Kelowna)
increases potential for West Kelowna to be perceived
as a "bedroom" community
f Aging demographics affect the economy, housing
supply, types of housing needed, and availability
f Societal preferences tend to lean towards lowdensity single family homes
f The number of people experiencing homelessness in
West Kelowna appears to be increasing
f Non-market and social housing is typically not
supplied by private development and there are
limited public resources for social housing

Recent development of townhomes in Boucherie Centre supports the goals of the
previous OCP by providing a broader range of housing options in areas close to
transit and within walking distance to schools, shopping, and other neighbourhood
services.

OPPORTUNITIES
f There are development opportunities that would
add varied housing choices around Westbank and
Boucherie Centres and at neighbourhood centres
f Zoning updates support secondary suites, carriage
homes, and small lot development, expanding
housing options
f Incentives through tax exemption and rental housing
grants encourage development of rental housing in
urban centres, helping to build vibrant, affordable,
and transit-oriented communities
f Incentives have been explored to encourage higherdensity, amenity-rich projects for the city centres
f In 2018, the City adopted improved farm worker
housing regulations to help ensure farm workers
have safe and affordable dwellings and can continue
to support the region's agricultural industry
f In 2018, West Kelowna and Westbank First Nation
collaborated with community agencies on the
Westside's first ever point-in-time homeless count,
an important step towards better understanding and
addressing homelessness on the Westside

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT HOW WE LIVE? SHARE AT:

ourwk.ca

